! When wood or wood-based products are cut, tiny ! Some wood species may cause dermatitis and

particles of wood dust are released. Exposure to allergic respiratory effects, eg asthma, because of

wood dust may irritate the nose, respiratory system, naturally occurring chemicals inthem. A rare type of

eyes and skin. nasal cancer has been linked to the prolonged
exposure (20— 30 years) to wood dust.

! Wood dust may act as a carrier for other chemicals ' Wood dust is flammable and it can be an

which are contained in such things as paints, explosion hazard.

lacquers, wood preservatives and wood adhesives
which may themselves cause health effectsidf inhaled.

Take care!
e safe and control wood du

When using machinery or power tools to cut, drill, sand,
rout, plane or otherwise machine wood and wood products:

@ use dust control equipment with all dust-producing
machines and processes

@ ensure that dust control equipment is properly
designed and maintained

@ if necessary, wear appropriate personal protective
equipment (face mask and eye protection)

@ work in a well-ventilated environment

® prevent excessive build up of dust—
maintain good housekeeping

@ Keep wood dust away from ignition sources

Please display this leafiet in the workplace or in your site office

What the regulations say about wood dust: See back page

For more information about wood dust, contact your local
Health and Safety Executive office or the WPIF



When to take care

What activities ?

Activities likely to produce high levels of wood dust include:

@ sanding by machine and hand

@ machining operations, particularly sawing, routing
and turning

@ hand-assembling machined or sanded components

ow to take care

Whenever possible, fit dust

extraction equipment even when impracticable, wear a suitable

using hand-held machines respirator

@ bagging dust from dust extraction systems

@ using compressed airlines o blow dust off furniture
and other articles before spraying

@ work-place cleaning, particularly if compressed
airlines are used for blowing dust from suriaces etc

Where extraction is inadequate or Wear the correct clothing and use

other safety equipment as
necessary

What respiratory protective equipment (RPE) ?

RPE Types of RPE

RPE must meet approved standards and it must: Factors to consider when choosing appropriate RPE
@ be suitable for the purpose for which it is to be used include:

e provide effective protection to the wearer @ face size and shape

@ fitthe wearer e facial hair

e be replaced or maintained according to ® spectacles

manufacturer's recommendations
& be supported by appropriate instruction on its use
and maintenance

@ work-related considerations: detailed information on
selection and use is given in HSE Wood-working
Information Sheet No 14 Sefection of respiratory

protective equipment suitable for use with wood dust
The choice of RPE may be between:

Disposable respirator Hali mask respirator Powered heimet or hood

Activity / specification

Respirator type Machining / cutting/ sanding Changing dust collection bags
Disposable respirator EN149 type FFP2 EN148 type FFP3
Half mask Filter to EN143 type P2 Filter to EN143 type P3

mask to EN 140 mask 1o EN 140

Take care and wear the correct gear

Lightweight powered helmet orhoed  EN 146 type THP 1 EN146type THP 2




s leaflet pro

Material Safety Data Sheets
give mare information

on products and their

safe handling

For more information,
please contact the supplier
or material manufacturer

For further information concerning wood dust or safe woodworking practices contact:
Health and Safety Executive Information Centre, Broad Lane, Sheffield 33 7HQ
Tel: 0541545500 Fax: 01142892333  http//www.open.gov.hse.uk/hsehome.htm

your site office

These member companies
contributed io the initiative:
@ Blagden Chemicals Lid

@ Barden chemicals UK Lid
@ CSC Forest Products Lid
@ Dynochem UK Ltd

® Kronospan Lid

@ Masonite Europe Ltd Wood Panel Industries Federation
@ Spanboard Products Ltd 28, Market Place, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG31 6LR
® Willamette Europe Ltd Tel: 01476 563707 Fax: 01476579314

This leaflet is the
initiative of the
Wood Pane!
Industries Federation.
It may be freely reproduced
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